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SUBJECT: SITREP NO. 27: PATTERSON KIDNAPPING: CONSUL 
GENERAL'S STATEMENT 

L FOLLOWING STATMENT RELEASED BY ELMER YELTON, CONSUL 
GENERAL, HERMOSILLO, SONORA, MARCH 28, 1974, 1 1:45 A.M. 

MEXICO CITY TIME: 

MR. JOHN PATTERSON, WHO HAS SERVED AS VICE CONSUL IN 
CHARGE OF COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS AT THE UNITED STATES CONSULATE 
GENERAL IN HERMOSILLO, MEXICO, SINCE JANUARY 1974, WAS 
LAST SEEN LEAVING THE CONSULATE GENERAL AT APPROXIMATELY 
10:50 A.M. ON MARCH 22, 1974. HE WAS ACCOMPANIED AT 
THAT TIME BY AN UNIDENTIFIED MAN AND IS BELIEVED TO HAVE 
BEEN ON HIS WAY TO MEET AN OFFICIAL OF THE COMMITTEE FOR 
LIVESTOCK PROTECTION AND DEVELOPMENT, BUT HE DID NOT 
ARRIVE AT THE APPOINTED PLACE. 

AT APPROXIMATELY 2:00 P.M., WHEN THE CONSULATE 
GENERAL REOPENED FOR BUSINESS, A RANSOM NOTE 
APPARENTLY IN MR. PATTERSON'S HANDWRITING, SAYING 
HE HAD BEEN KIDNAPPED, WAS FOUND IN THE DOOR. THE 
U.S. CONSULATE VEHICLE IN WHICH MR. PATTERSON LEFT 
THE CONSULATE SUBSEQUENTLY WAS DISCOVERED ABANDONED 
ON THE NORTHERN OUTSKIRTS OF THE CITY. 

MR. PATTERSON IS MARRIED. HIS WIFE HAS MADE 
EVERY POSSIBLE EFFORT TO FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS 
CONTAINED IN THE RANSOM NOTE. IN THE INTEREST OF HIS 
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SAFETY, IT WAS CONSIDERED IMPRUDENT TO DISCLOSE THE 
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FACT OF MR. PATTERSON'S DISAPPEARANCE OR ANY FURTHER 
DETAILS. MRS. PATTERSON HAS RECEIVED NO WORD FROM HER 
HUSBAND OR THIRD PARTIES. 

2. EMBASSY RELEASED STATEMENT HERE SIMULTANEOUSLY. 

JOVA 
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